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COE alumnus named Georgia Superintendent of the 
Year 
January 9, 2017 
 
Joseph C. Barrow, Jr., Ed.D. 
Georgia Southern College of Education Alumnus Joseph (Jody) Barrow, Jr., Ed.D., was named Georgia’s 
2017 Superintendent of the Year during the December 2016 Georgia School Boards Association (GSBA) 
and Georgia School Superintendents Association (GSSA) Winter Conference held in Atlanta.  
Barrow is serving his fourth year as Superintendent of Fayette County Schools. He began his career in 
education in 1980 and has since served as a teacher, assistant principal, principal, and superintendent 
across the K-12 spectrum in several Georgia school systems. 
“There are many amazing Superintendents across Georgia, so being selected by one’s peers is truly 
humbling,” said Barrow. “I believe the recognition really is more about the reflection of the wonderful 
students, parents, teachers, administrators, and community partners I have the pleasure of working 
with everyday in the Fayette County School system. I am just fortunate enough to get to be one of the 
lead cheerleaders!” 
Barrow has been awarded multiple honors during his career. He received the prestigious Georgia School 
Superintendents Association’s Bill Barr Leadership Award as well as being named the Georgia 
Association of Educational Leader’s Outstanding Educator and the Georgia Partnership for TeleHealth 
Champion of the Year. He was recognized by the Georgia Senate for efforts in educational excellence 
and was chosen as Superintendent of the Year for the Georgia Head Start Program in 2012. 
In 2015, Barrow was selected as the College of Education (COE) Alumnus of the Year. He also serves as a 
member of the College’s Board of Advisors. 
A Double Eagle, Barrow earned both his B.S.Ed. and M.Ed. in Health and Physical Education from 
Georgia Southern University.  
Two COE staff members nominated for Merit Award 
January 9, 2017 
 
Carol Fox (pictured right) with Georgia Southern University President Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D. 
 
Jennifer Stocking (pictured right) with Georgia Southern University President Jaimie Hebert, Ph.D. 
On Thursday, January 5, two staff members from the College of Education (COE) were recognized at a 
University-wide ceremony for 2017 Merit Award Nominees. Carol Fox, senior administrative secretary of 
the Office for Undergraduate Teacher Education and Accreditation, and Jennifer Stocking, assistant to 
the dean of the College, were presented with certificates for their nomination. 
The University’s Staff Merit Awards recognize staff members whose commitment goes above and 
beyond to provide excellent customer service to the Georgia Southern campus and community.  
Fox began her career at the University in 2008 in the mechanical and electrical engineering department. 
She joined COE in 2012 and provides support to the Office of Undergraduate Teacher Education with 
placements of teacher candidates for field experiences and student teaching in regional schools. Fox 
completed her Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Georgia Southern. Prior to joining the 
University, she served as a court reporter in the Superior Court System. 
Stocking joined the University in 2010 where she served as an academic advisor for the College of Health 
and Human Sciences. She began her position as the assistant to the dean in the College of Education in 
September 2012 where she provides administrative and analytical support to the dean in a variety of 
areas including budgets, correspondence, and special projects. She holds a bachelor’s of American 
Studies from the University of Minnesota and a master’s of American Studies from Bowling Green State 
University. Prior to her start at Georgia Southern, Stocking was employed at Emory University for 12 
years. 
To be nominated for a Merit Award, a staff member must have been employed at the University for at 
least one continuous year and in good standing. Nominees must receive one endorsement form 
outlining how the candidate meets the criteria for the award  and two supporting endorsement forms 
from those who are familiar with the candidate’s work. Staff Merit Awards criteria include examples of 
character, dedication, job performance and customer service. 
For more information about Service and Merit Awards at Georgia Southern University, 
visit http://jobs.georgiasouthern.edu/staffcouncil/service-and-merit-awards/ 
 
